
Easement 

K-33 Molloy House 
Chestertwon 
public 

2nd quarter 18th century 

One of Chestertown's most attractive and least altered eighteenth 

century frame houses, the Molloy House is notable chiefly for its brick gable ends 

(only the southeast is exposed), beaded siding, and the unusual arrangement of the 

facade. The first story has five bays and is symmetrical, but the second has 

four unevenly spaced windows. The house is presently owned by the Maryland 

Historical Trust and awaits restoration. 



Easement MHT# K-33 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 
HISTORIC K-33 

AND/OR COMMON 

Molloy House 

LOCATION 
STREET 8t NUMBER 

109 High Street 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Chestertown VICINITY OF First 

STATE COUNTY 

Maryland Kent 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

—DISTRICT ? L P U B L I C 3C_0CCUPIED —AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

^ U I L D I N G ( S ) —PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL __PARK 

—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL _XPRIVATE RESIDENCl 

—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—OBJECT —IN PROCESS X_YES RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—BEING CONSIDERED _ Y E S UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

—NO —MiuTARY x_oTHER t e n a n t e d 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Maryland Historical Trust Telephone # ; " 
STREETS NUMBER 

2525 Riva Road 
CITY TOWN STATE , Z i p C O d e 

Annapolis V IC IN ITY O F MD. 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC O f f i c e o f t h e C o u n t y C l e r k 

L i b e r #: EHP 43 307 
F o l i o #: 

STREETS, NUMBER 

Kent County Court House 
CITY TOWN 

Chestertown 
STATE 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE n o n e 

DATE 

—FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY TOWN STATE 



DESCRIPTION K-33 

—EXCELLENT 

—GOOD 

x_FAm 

CONDITION 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

—UNALTERED 

?LALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

iLoRIGrNALSITE 

MOVFn nATF 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

109 High S t r e e t i s a 25--story e io j i teenth cen tu ry frait« house -.rhich i s symrietr ical 
on t h e f i r s t s t o r y wi th f i v e bays and asinrmetr ical on the second with 
one wiMow between t h e l e f t b a y s , one over t h e e n t r a n c e , and two 
asel f i f t k d i r e c t l y o v r t h e two f i r s t s t o r y windows in the r i g h t b a y s . The arrangment 
appears t o be o r i g i n a l . The house i s l o c a t e d on the Boi thues t s ide of High 'Street 
between Queen and Front S t r e e t s on a p a r t of Lot 7 in Chestertown. 

The house has a gab led r o o f with two gabled d a r n e r s . The sou theas t gab le end i s 
b r i c k and exfeends above the r o o f l i n e . The northwest gable end i s a l s o b r i c k bu t 
has been covered over wi th cadar . ahingles . -^ j i t does not r i s e above t h e r o o f l i n e . 
The r e s t of t h e house i s covered with beaded s i d i n g . 

There i s a low p a i n t e d b r i c k basement . There i s a 3-bay wood porch on b r i c k 
p i e r s . I t has a r a i l i n g a c r o s s t h e nor thwes t end and f r o n t ; t h e r e a r e four wood 
s t e p s up the so i i theas t end. I t has a shed roof of s tanding seam t i n supported 
by t h r e e t u rned columns. 

The door i s 3 -pane led vrith a 3-pane transom and i s framed by f u l l - l e n g t h louvered 
s h u t t e r s . The ^jindoi-rs on the f i r s t s t o r y a r e 9/6 with louvered s h u t t e r s . Those 
on t h e second a re 6/6 and a l s o have l o u v e r e d s h u t t e r s . 

There i s a box c o r n i c e and a composit ion shi'-\<5le roof . The two dormers have 6 /6 
v7^ndows. There i s a chimney vr i thin the sou theas t gable end; the chimney a t t h e 
o the r end was removed. 

There a r e p i l a s t e r s on the f ron t c o m e r s . 

The^e are no 'windows on the f i r s t or second s t o r i e s of e i t h e r gable end; t h e b r i c k 
on the Boutheas t gable end i s l a i d i n comiion bond; the re a r e two a t t i c w'ndcws 
in t h e gable of t h e northvjest gable end. 

There i s a 2 - s t o i y frame add i t i on i n t h e r e a r , c rea t ing a T p l a n . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET I F NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE K-33 

PERIOD 

PREHISTORIC 

1 4 0 0 - 1 4 9 9 

1 5 0 0 - 1 5 9 9 

1 6 0 0 - 1 6 9 9 

->700 1799 

1 8 0 0 - 1 8 9 9 

1900 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -

ARCHEOLOGY PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY HISTORIC 

AGRICULTURE 

^22ARCHITECTURE 

— A R T 

— C O M M E R C E 

— C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 

— C O M M U N I T Y PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— LAW 

— LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

— M U S I C 

PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

SCULPTURE 

SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 2nd q u a - ' t - r I '^'th C. BUILDER/ARCHITECT v.Tcrvm 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Dating a sinallish frame eighteenth century house is a dangerous game, since they 
were built, torn down, and replaced fairly often and there is generally no telling 
whither the tenement or messuage on a given deed is "the one" or some other 
oz'edecessor. From style 'cind the thin documentary e'-ri.dence, it would aoiear that 
the Molloy House was on Lot 7 at least by 1754 when -Jeorge William Forrester and 
Mary (Wilraer) Forrester sold 3/4 of Lot 7 to Thomas Ringgold for L1OO. 

The house is extremely handsome but badly in need of the restoration its previous 
owner obviously hoped for when she deeded it to the Maryland Historical Trust, 
Both it and 117 High Street up the block are architectural prizes and both need 
'lelp soon. 

Summary of Title Search 

Simon WiLmer willed to Mary Wilmer Liber 2 ̂ 8 (1730) 
(3/4 of Lot 7) 

George W. Forrester and Mary (Wilmer) Forrester to Thomas Ringgold (175U) 1OO 
7Thomas Ringgold to William Slubey BG h U75 (1796) 
'M, Barroll, trustee for sale of real estate of Slubey, to IJm, Harris TW 3 43 (1803) 
William Harris to John Morgan TiTS 3 U20 (1821) 
John B, Eccleston, Trustee for John Morgan to Philio Th mas JMQ 3 U8l (1831) 
Phiilip Thomas to Richard Baker (1834) 650 
Virginia and Juliana Baker to Thomas Walker JR 2 81; (1851) 
Henry W, Huber, Trustee to William Conyer JKH 1 702 (l859) 
Richard Hynson, Trustee to Mary A. 'wlieatly (l893) 

ETC, 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



K-33 

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Pounded on the Northwest by the l a n d s of J . G . Allspaoh e t u x . , on t h e Nor theas t 
by High S t r e e t , on the Southeas t by Nicho las ^ewlin e t u x . , and on t h e southwest 
by M, J. Maybeck, and des igna ted on the P l o t Of Ghestertown by No. 7 and having a 
f ron t age on High S t r e e t of 37.5 f e e t , more o r l e s s and an even d epth of 105.5 
f e e t , more or l e s ^ t o t h e l ands of M.G. Maybeck, 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Robert Tie i l l His tor ic Si te Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland His to r i ca l Trus t / Town of Chestertown July, 1976 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The M a r y l a n d H i s t o r i c S i t e s I n v e n t o r y was o f f i c i a l l y c r e a t e d 
by an A c t of t h e Maryland L e g i s l a t u r e , t o be found i n t h e 
A n n o t a t e d Code o f Mary land , A r t i c l e 4 1 , S e c t i o n 181 KA, 
1974 S u p p l e m e n t . 

The S u r v e y and I n v e n t o r y a r e b e i n g p r e p a r e d f o r i n f o r m a t i o n 
and r e c o r d p u r p o s e s o n l y and do n o t c o n s t i t u t e any i n f r i n g e ­
ment of i n d i v i d u a l p r o p e r t y r i g h t s . 

RETURN TO: Mary land H i s t o r i c a l T r u s t 
The Shaw House , 21 S t a t e C i r c l e 
A n n a p o l i s , Mary land 21401 
(301) 267-1438 



1958 - April 15, Dorothy D, Kolloy from Stephen R, Collins et al,(wife Dorothy S.) 
Book WiG 54, p. 311. Two parcels, as followst 

1956 - April 24. Stephen B. Collins and wife Dorothy S* froB Trueteee Trinity 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. Book IHG 44, folio 311. 

Kay 7. Stephen R. Collins and wife Dorothy S* from Barbara A. Elliett Doub 
, and D. Leroy Doub. Bock IHi 44, folio 423. 

/ (Note: the first of these parcels is the frent, with the house, part ef 
let #7 on plat.) 

1952 - Jrxne 2, Trinity E.L. Church froa Leonard F. Adams and wife Doris Eileen. 
(Described as let #7 on plat.) 37'6" on High Street, 71*6" deep to land 
of Charles J. Reiche, between parcels belonging to Willinn C, and I.R. 
NewBBK and Barbara Anthony Elliott, Book KHG 23, folio 454, 

1949 - Hay 21. Leonard F. Adaas from Evelyn Susenia Bankhead, divorced. 
Book IHG 11, foUe 152, 

1948 - Octeber 1, Evelyn Eugecit Bankhead free Charles F, Iheatley, Jr., et al. 
Beok 1H8 8, folie 475. 

1945 - February 23, Charles F. Iheatley, Jr. and wife Ann G« from Margaret R. 
Massey, Td.d»w, Beck RAS 35, felle 563, 

1922 • July 12, kargaret R« Massey fren J, Waters Russell Realty Ce. 
Book APR 9, folie 541. 

1920 - April 23, J. Waters Russell Realty Co, fron Kary M. Sherwood, 
Book APR 6, felle 509, -

1916 - April 16. Will ef Kate ??heatley prebated, leaves ereryttiiag to sister 
Mary Id, Skerweod. 1893 - June 9, 
(See also SGF 1, 409 and 515. Joseph Wheatley, deed of trust/te 

-' J. Waters Russell. See also will ef lilary A, Wheatley, deceased June 9, 
1893, leaves everything te daughters V&ry U. Sherwood and Kate 
Wheatley. APR 6, 569,/ also JRC 1, 409.) 

1859 - December 22, Vary A. Wheatley fren Richard D. Kynsen, new trustee. 
Hynsen fren Henry W.Archer, previous trmstee, sane dey. JKH 1, 702, 

1857 - April 21. Confusion herei Henry W. Archer, trustee, sold this same property 
let ^t to William Conyer. Conyer does not appear again, and Hynson is 
the new trustee in 1659. Archer, ef Harford county, had been appointed 
bgr the court te sell the real estate of which Thomas Walker, ef Kent 
county, died seised (possessed). Book JR 1, folio 281. In any case, 
the title seens te have been cleared when Hynson sold it in 1859, and 
the property is the same let #7, fully described in deed from Virginia 
and Julianna Baker te said Thosas Walker in 1851. 

1651 - December 23, Thomas Walker frem Virginia Baker and Julianna F. Baker, 
^ . widow of Richard Baker, JR 2, 84 and 85, 

1834 - Uay 31, Richard Baker from Philip and Rebeccah Thomas, house and let. 
JNG 3, 481. This is confirmed by JNG 3, 481, Noveanber 29, 1834. 

of Cecil county, 
1831 - February 7, Philip Thomas and wife Rebecca/from J. B. Ecclesten, trustee 

for John Uagnor ef Kent county. JNG 2, 319, 

K-33 
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Molloy House 
109 High St. 
Chestertown 
Chestertown Quad. 
Kent County 










